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Glycerin Recovery System: This method is to use an Artisan 

Rototherm® mechanically-agitated thin film processor to 

continuously evaporate and distill glycerin and other heat 

sensitive solids-containing products, without color formation, 

while achieving greater than 96% yield. Owing to its 

extremely short residence time, narrow residence time 

distribution, rapid surface renewal, and high heat transfer 

rates, product degradation is minimized, while purity and 

yield are maximized. Vegetable oil containing 20% glycerin 

and 2% sodium salts, through continuous vacuum 

evaporation/distillation, highly purified glycerin is recovered 

overhead while a concentrated oil/salt residue is discharged 

as waste.  
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In July 2002, EPA amended the Oil Pollution Prevention 

regulation at Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 

112, (40 CFR 112). The regulation incorporated revisions 

proposed in 1991, 1993, and 1997. Subparts A through C of 

the Oil Pollution Prevention regulation are often referred to as 

the "SPCC rule" because they describe the requirements for 

certain facilities to prepare, amend and implement Spill 

Prevention, Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) Plans. 

What types of oil does the  SPCC rule address?  

The term oil means oil of any kind or in any form, including, 

but not limited to: petroleum; fuel oil; sludge; oil refuse; oil 

mixed with wastes other than dredged spoil; fats, oils or 

greases of animal, fish, or marine mammal origin; vegetable 

oils, including oil from seeds, nuts, fruits, or kernels; and 

other oils and greases, including synthetic oils and mineral 

oils. 

Under EPA's Oil Pollution Prevention regulation, Biodiesel 

facilities must prepare and implement spill prevention and 

control measures in their SPCC Plans. A spill contingency 

plan is required as part of the SPCC Plan if a facility is unable 

to provide secondary containment (e.g., berms surrounding 

the oil storage tank). 

Artilce 79 of California National Fire Codes Compliance 

as follows: 

Methanol is classified as flammable liquid and manufacturer 

who uses single wall aboveground tank for storage, must 

acquirer local building and safety & fire department permit 

by installing emergency vent, vapor recovery system, P/V 

vent relief, 5- gallon fill spill bucket, foam suppression 

system, and adequate secondary containment. 
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EPA Biodiesel News ………EPA Award goes to Tuscola 

School 
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